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" A HISTORY OF SPARTAY
by Charles Buck

This article is a much condensed version of part of a more
expansive, unpublished manuscript by Charles Buck, which he
wrote in the late 1920's. Copies of the manuscript are to

be found in the Regional Collection, D.B. Weldon Library,
University of Western Ontario, and in the London Room,

Elgie Perrin Williams Library and Art Gallery, London, Ontarb.
Mr, Buck, now retired after a teaching career in London schools,
is still very active in pursuing his longtime interest in arte.

Sparta is a village, situated in the south-easters part of the
Yarmouth Township, Elgin County; it is six miles east of Union on the old
road called 'The Sparta Recad's The level country lying west and south of
the village has a quiet charm, It was settled principally by the natives
of New York and Pennsylvania. As change came slowly in this region, there
are still to be seen clapboard barns, stores with fanshaped windows in
their gables and Colonial houses with broad chimneys and dormered roofs.

In the early part of the 19th century members of the Society
of Friends visited the North Shore of Lake Erie and when they returned
to the States they brought reports of the flat, beautiful and fertile
countrye. This gave the first impetus to settlement. Friends asked Jona=~
than Doan, a Quaker settled near Sugar Loaf in the Niagara District,te
have a look at the land.

Jonathan Doan, with hie wife and son Elijah, four months old,
had left Pennsylvania in 1789 and settled in the Niagara District. Then
in 1813, having been asked by Friends to expleore the land on the North
Shore of Lake Erie, Jonathan Doan, accompanied by his grandson Jonathan
Steele, seven years old, left the Nimgara District and came to South
Yarmouth. They came in a small boat up Lake Erie to Kettls Creek, present
day Port Stanley. Having landed safely and stored their boat, they walked
through a level stretch of woods until they came to some rising ground.

A mile south from the ridge, not far from where the village of Sparta now
stands, Jonathan Doan made his firet shelter of boughs and brush, Fer
two years he laboured to make a clearing and foc erect a log house for his
family by the Sparta Road. He is said to have settled just west of what
is now the Friende' buryiang ground.

Likely he returnsd to Niagara in the winter of 1813 to viasit
his family and to induce others to return wiih them, for in 1814 Jacob
Pfeffer, Calvin Witt, Ismac Minor, vYesse Page, Thomas Millard and William
Parker arrived. A vear later others came: Jesss Zavitz, isa Fordger and
Captain Smith. in 1816 Finlay Grant and William Shail took up laend nearby
and William Harvey, Samuel Scott, John Hills znd othsrs.

Moses and Mahlon Dean followed later. Elias and John Moore and
James Brown, ths first man te drive a team through ths Grand River swamp,
settled later. Among later arrivals were Christian Zavitz and Ebsnszer
Turrill (1819}, and in 1620 William Phalam, Reuben Haight, Richard Bailey
and “eorge Lawbon brought their fawmilies to the setilsment.
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For the purpese of locating the incoming
Doan became the agernt of n large estats to sell i
pleasant task of dividing the huge grant into r
brethren. To supply the needs of these ssitlers and of others who had
promised to come,. he bﬁxﬁ @ tannery: alss he had ons ¢f the Zavitzes,
whe were millwriphts, sraet for him 2 grist mill by the ¢rsek which ran
through kis farme These¢ wure the Ffirsit industries that were sstablished
in Spartae. ‘
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Host of the virwy settlay: 3
the colony Y that the snda of % spplied to
theNorwich ruiss 0 8 a%li&h & Prevaratory
Meeting at Gpaxs nfter, until i e wmeeiings were held on
First Days alternai: 2% the homés of and Elias Hoorsg In
1820 Jonathan Doan seld to the trustaes ciety of Friends about
an acre of greund =3 a site for a mesting house and semetery for * the
sum of 5 shillings lawful currencyt. n this ground Friends erected
a log meeting house and began to uss 1% in 1821, Ales in 1821 mettlers
in Sparta heard one of the first feomparancs lsctures deliversd in Canads,
it was given by David Burgess in the home of Eliss Hoors, Temperancs

sentiment in Sparia was always rather strongs

At Sparta there still stands one relic of thoms days of 150
years ago. 1t i& the mud o He gne kacws with certainty
which one of the many sm hsg vho have set 1 uy forgss in the willags,

erected this building. It msy have been eveun Jacob Ffeffer, who came in
181k, or Thomas Fillard, whe came a liftle »M&»rg although it has been
said that John Qille gut up ite cob walls about 1830, The building
stands to day as it was »uilt exeept for 3 new roof and new floor, Thsre
too, it is said, the Yarzouth rebels met in 1837 before they marched to
the unsuccessiul Duncombe Risinz, How ii gsrves &5 sWomen's Institute
hall and museum,

With two blacksmitl
grist and flour mills,
one was built by Jesse
settlers were much more

z distillery, & tannary and two

o Jonathan Doan’s mill, another
Srartua, at a vary ssrly dete,; the
their nelighbours some nilses aways

The exneriences
themselves secursl” on :
humble pionecr opic 136
(later there wors tu
1817, In 1820 they ¢ e
Townshlp. “@uuel‘% fricnds,

family in sstablishing
ain the elemeonts of a
ang their nins children
ig, in Oxford county in
. ; mmuiity in Yarmouth
re &nd Isaac Minor exhibited true
art of their log houses while
floor=~boards and window
les awvay. Sarah Haight,
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he was bullding has own. He had %o
frames alicog bush roads from Norwiash
his wife, wcs tns ploneer minizier &f the T Mesting at Sparta.

She belonged to an old Luaker family., Althou the mother ef twelve
children, Sazal ﬁaxwht v&E a very busy woman, still she found {ime to
vigit the familiesr in tihe ase S;emen%i getting new members for the Scciety.

for geveral ysars,
w old residents can
glong the drive way
of forty feet faced

e @ m
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on the western h&lf of the buv“iﬂg Q?%&Qﬁe



s piain as the picket fencs in froat
doors, ons for the women and one for
£ tha frent ths high sesats for the
n, & part of which could be moved
‘sz from the women's mseting, and a

the road, covered with ol
of it, and sntered by the us
the men. Insides were “ung
elders and the prescher:.
up and a part down, Separats
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big box stove stocd on ths g des For some tims the log house
may have besa: used as s school, buit ths frame building was later removed
to a neighbouring faxrm, vhere 1t wos umed az & PLE=-DO%e

The group af buiidings that hed risgen about ths stors and the
meeting house since 18132 murked o setilement that was gsnsrally referved
to as 'The Corners'., Eegeverg on the 1ist of Decsmber 1834, the landowners
of the district held a meeting and descided %5 emll the village by the

b1
name of Sparta. Why Sparta? The explanation is that a seatiler callsed
Yarwood, who had come Zrom & Sparte in one of the Northernm States, pro-
posed to call this place Sparita (oo, and in the voting which followed,this
name won the most suppori. Ancther explanatiorn is that the farmers were
simply echoing a sentiment then rather commorn in Upper Canada and in the
Western New York State in faveour of classical names, A town nearby - it
is now Aylmer = had been named Troy. Corinth was ansother village not far
8WaY s

Savoral mill: and shops wers springing up sbout this time,
Christian Zavitz, a milleright, who had moved up with his sons from Sugazr
Loaf in 1819, hed begun te build mills in Yarmouth Townshipe

In ths divipion which vecurred among ths Queksrs of Harth
America in 1828, Sy rta Triends jeinsed the Hicksits Groups This may sx-
plain & local n@&kmxame of 'Hiskovy Quakerz® applied &c them at thet time.

In the 1830's sany ess frontisr communitiss
began to exworese discontisat sus asif-sseking officials
who dominated the goverument The Frisnds of South Tar-
mouth declarad tha-: their i ressure of Tory
officials to make them % wiplege Adcordiang
te the Militin Act of 170F £d Irom serving in
the miiltary forvoen of th iv¥iisge they were t
pay & fine of twenty shi 3 and five pounds
& year in timsa of war. sted to vaying

money which went inio a
derable loss of nooperity.
ing %o pay the fine, the-
tain the suts

he from the morihersn
States, whare 1RIr governmen
than they found at tha® ; sliked the dista=
torship of the Councils =zna witen defsated ths wil
of the people. Morsover, g near Sparia, who were
continually pointing ouvt be szpecied from res-
ponsible governmsni, onc other Dr. John T.Wilsons
Hot the leamt of George I & bsen the 4ifficul
task of making young Qua devoted to pesmoe and
of leasding sone of them LTy

Tn 1836 =
some Americans, who
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picion, ?;fferrréa twe
Yarmouth slectors went ars
the election they “ad to g
similar weapons. People 3
sympathies and many d4ifi’:
prevent then from voting.
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Flias Moore, who gais farm waat of Spartse,
wag one of ths twe Refors cand ssex in 1336, He has
been describsd as a man ' pointed in affairs,
opinionated, but of gowod Judgsm tuaily wucth sbhove ths
averagef?., Along with Thonmas : stilemgus, he lsd the
poll in 1836 inevite of vigorous eff Toriss to defeat him.

After the elesticn, in whi formesrn sulfered a bad

agresd among themaelves
sould only be obtained
traditiocn they held

blackszith shop st Spartae.

defeat, leaders of the extrsme radi
that the ends they and their followe
by an armed rabellions Arccord

meetings and stored their arms in

fel
in

it has usually been ssid that the Yarmouth men, somestimes
called the ‘'Spartan Rangers', wers led by tanner Joshua Gillam Doangbut
he was probably only a esulordinate cfficer. Tilazs Moore, Scbieski
Brown and Jonathen Stecle =ll confirmed that the conmpany was under David
Anderson's commzand.

The descenderts of the Frisnds remember many stories their
grandfathers used 1o tell of the worples they nad 2%t that tiﬁ@. The
soldiers were looking for men. lately rebela, whe lived in Sparta and
had friends and rsletives there. Thez capiturs of Joshua Doan, for in-
stance ,would have givern the authoeriitiez a great desl of pleasurss it
one time he was corcesaled at Ephraim Haight's farm in a log granary. The
militia came to the house and #wn 2d if sunyone had ssen Doane Ephraim
Haight, r@membering the s*aht nf riend runniasg to hide in the barn,
anavwered 'I sav him running west iruthPul anawesr sent the pur =
guers onto another tracaf 2 had taken past in the late rising
and had managed to et ’5 oopceal nim, his fathsrelnelaw,
Abner Chase, fixed up a behind the sitaiveyay next %o the
chimney and hid him thers uni sue and ory was overs Drs John T,
Wilson was bheing leoked for tanmie Halipght, who was only & boy, was
told to lock uim up somewisr o tell ne ons the placess The two of
them decided upon a cubby~-necle in o house for vwhich Sammie had the keye
The Torisz asked the elders ol ¢ ttlement where the doctor was, but
they shook their heads and fully thay did not knows No
one asked any guestions of at loo mmie,

The authorities ks nemes of .e&&is in the district
after the St. Thoras val:ai:e?s had found a ehest, burisd in &
field near Scotland i rg and ancng thes was the
muster roll of the rent immediately issued a pro-
clamation offering akarig vangiag from ¥ Q te ¥ 100 for ths capture of
Duncombe , Anderson, Josuus Doarn znd sthers, These lsaders and several of
their more imporisnt followers ed that they would have to go ts ths
scaffold if they s be caught. They went inte hiding
until they could nd then toe the States,
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Joshua Doan succesded in sscaping te i
ig quite likely that he participated in the variou
rebel army along the Detroit boarder.

In November and Decembsr 1838 groups of Canadian refugess were
gathered near the boarder, Their commandsr had promised to lead them im
a great invasion of Capadas beginring at Windsor. But the invaders had
little success and murvivers either trisd to regdin the Amevrican sh@ra,
or fled into the weodse dJoshus Doan wae Bpotted with two other men eleven
miles south cof Windsor trying to gst a cance cut of the lce, so that they
could crose over to the Michigan shore, ¥han called upon to surrender the
three men submitied guieily snd wers led off te jsil in Sandwichs

In Yecenmber 1838 Lieutenant Governor Arthur ordered a Court
Martial to be held upon the rebels in priscn. Joshua Doan and Amos Perle
were convicted and executed in London on February b6th, 1839, Following
their execution their bodies wers given up by ths sheriff to Isrsal Doan,
a brother of Joshua., He tock them on & slesigh down to Yarmouth to bs
buried side by side in the burying ground atl Sparia. The funeral servics
was held in the Trame Mesting Houss in ihe zame grs&adg anpd the sermen

¥

was preached by Sarah Height. uuvzﬁg the sarvice Joshua's brother walked
up and down the lane before the door, sorrowing for the death of his
youngest brother, Some "risnds regarded Joshus a martyr. Tfhe late ALF.
Butler, a school inspector of Elgin Couniy, wrots of Joshua Doan in 1877:
" Those who knew him speal of him as = brave, trueshearisd man, and ther
add the remark that 4if hic execution had besp delayed a Tew wesks, ke
would have received a full paruuh‘ F - years after thess events, & sun
of Reuben Haight =zaid " Yes, I knm I and a splendid sampls of
a man he was!' He was 2 maniy fellios 2 as gresat sorrow at hls
death., When the sermon at the Meeti cwgyr the two bodiss were
carried into the burying ground sn side. 4 simpls stone
marks Joshua's grave. He n the 11lth month in 1811,

when he died he was twe

The Domn farm tary a bit to the wvest,
Today all tracs of Jonat earad, but residenis
recall thet ihe house st he Domn family had
loft ite Un the ciher sid 1 %rse, which ths
older people called 'Doan’s Shennon of Dparta
heard that while Joshum . he had ussd this
high tree as & Llookeout militia were in sighte

The Dos Gpart bes “igally broken up, since
the rebellion had ent ¢ 20 the exile of ancthar,
The mcther¥n“ne thres afte son and was buried nsar
him in the Quaker ﬁu“vzn :gauné S AR A they, Jonathan Dosn,
lived until 1847, when he was laid besids her fore he died the younger
people had looked at him with sws, beceuse he was a man vwho had walked
long journers, Several times he had pone te Ysneses Yearly Heetings st
Farmington, »ear Rochester, ‘‘ew Tork State, fe walked there and back,
removing it is said, the stcnes along the read, so that they would not ine
jure the horses' feet, that wmighi trawp the road lalter, Also, until his
death, he had gone regularly to ham in the M3 ra District,; te attend
Friende' Half Yeariy Heeting. He used te bomst he maintained a pace

of four miles an hour throughout the Journsya
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to Sparts whan an amnesty wsz grantsd to

Joel Doan returned
hua's widow, Fanny, beczme interssted in me-
N Al

the rebels, He married Joshu
dicine and went West to prac

Benjamin, an Cld“r nrsiherg lived north of Spsrts on & farm
on the Sth concession of Yarm « He died in 1822 and im buried in
the Seminary graveyard on the Sparta Read, His daughter, Maria, Mra.
W.H. Edgecombe, who died ir London in 1931 in her 84th year, said that
as long as she could rsmember, rha never heard her father refer to him

brother Joshuae

Israel, the brother who had brought to Sparta the bedies of

Joshua Doan and Amos Peyley, 1ivéd in the village, He too, borsm s Qua-
ker, had married s Quaker girl, Sarah Milla, in the English Missioen in

5t Thomas in 1823§ Israel was a sort of handyman at Sparta, vorking
at masonry and other trades, but he always had a steady job as the carse
taker of the Quaker Meeting House and its burying ground, He frequently
spoke of Joshua's death and was aslways bltter towards those responsible
for it, He crisd whenever he spoke of Joshua. Israel died in 18830, He
and his family lie together in the gravegard he used to tend,

A deseripiion of Sparta as it appeared about this tims is
given in Smith's Canadien Gazetesr published in 18486, It is as follows:

" A settlement situcted near the ssuthesast corner of the township of
Yarmouth, 3ix miles east from the plank rosd. It contains about sixty
inhabitants, two stores, one tavern, chair factory and blasksmith, There
is a Quaker Meeting Houme and & Baptist chapel abosut midway betwsen
Sparta and the plank road, " But old rasidants claim that this summary

of the village ie incomilete, They say that in very sariy days thers was
a grist wmill, a saw mill, an axe factory, and a tannsry nesar the corners

The older generztic

n of Quakers wers Taithful to their church.
But many of the children and more o
v

£ the grandchildrsn withdrew or were
expelled from the Meeting. Many were discwned because they "amarried
outside'. The Mission register te Thomas has in it uander the seuntry
‘marriage’ th e names o] manv apostetes from the Meeting at Sparta,This,
: 5 gra ﬁdscn and Johan
Kipp's daugh?ér.

"5t, Thomas, Jonathan Stesl of the Township

of Yarmouth, in ¥ivwp, of the same Township,

spinster, wer ed by me Ly ba -

ditnesses: James sy Kipp, Benjs Doany dre's

Before the St. 1 some Frisnds
believed that the fuaker eting was a grsater
ordeal than a long journey to oint or to Fort
Talbot, At the latter plice 0 % exercissd in the sarly days
his megisterial Iléh+ of wverfoymi ths marviage cersmony, and, since it
wags nearer, some ends who were departing froz the
customs of their to be pmarried, Yet, becauas ths
Colonel was gfuff H L&D certain, his office hours wers ounly
of the morning and b2 waz ofte ¥ fyro 1@ his ney mipghit end
awkwardlye Some pauple had t o ; him to raturs
from a syree or fror business 4 i1 longer for
him to sober up. Thus waay de Charliolte =
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ville, at Long Point even though it was itwive as far.

A wedding in pionser communities was not sp affalr of great
social importance mnd ro extensive preparsiions were made, On the
wedding,&ay the groom tied a blanket with & bark girth on his horse
and called at the lady's home. 3She got from & stump to = seat on the
blanket LGahind her suitor a*d thz Journey to the alisr had beguns One
gwain of Zouth Yarmouth. te hawe been the handsowmest man along the
road on the moroing of 38y B ted off in this manney
with his bride to lort secause the girl sounted behind him
was the prettiest in trs s Lar ¢ and turned te kias her sgo
frequently on the road, he canms % in the svening with his head awry
on his shoulders. It waes ss he was never again abls Lo gst
his head straight for the hiz unscke

Evan at & later dais the ros been improved s
much that carrisges could be d: upon th e were risks asi=
tending the wedding Journey. efore carsh arman marrisd
James Haight, she got ready a besatiful 311k cape and bonnsi, They
were married in the Friends® Mesiing House in Norwich and then departs
ed in & democsrat for Yermouth., Mrs. Haipnt was sitting slons in the
back seat, while her husbsnd and her brother, who was driving, sat in
the front. Suddenly ths gsar whaels dropped inte & mudehole, and the
back-seat and the brids with all her finery were bounced out of the
carrisge inte the mud. iz & 13 lady used to rsaslil that inecident,
smile and remarik: 'And therve i aw oaEpe and my =2ilk bonnet

all mired in the nmud on =y

The Meeting House - the grove north of Sparta
is the onse in ues today. L r Heeting Housss, 1t is plain
but neat, resembling a big, low = d with an ample porch around
ite There are two doors at ths front, one opsning to the women's side,
the other to the men's, for the intericr may be divided by the saliding
panel in the middle. 1hs seats ars painted venches made of pilnss. After
a meeting Friends would go to ths p B3 : the beaches there, ov
stand ir little groups lki W gughi the buggles and
democrats to the front th A time the sheds were too
small to accomodate the gres o and rigs, 50 ths fences
and treszs had to bte use® a2z hitehi 3 sn the Hal? Yearly and
Yearly Meetings were heid, there 5 oY and sarrisges that
the grove, ii is said, -ssembled Za Ce ious as 1{ esewma now for
the slender congregetion, ihs presant SR cuss iz not as large as
it was for many years after 1572, 1n that year an annex was buili
the west aside to hold thne overfleow of srowds that vame for the Yearly
Meetings. Even at the regular msetiace on First Day end Thuraday

“morningss the house was well Iiiled,

Until after the beginning of the fwsn
Meetings were the great religious even

three places at which sessiocns of the Se & &
Quakers came from far and near: from Lobo., Pelham, Nerwi
and New York State and their gathering waz impr
in buggies, wagons, democrats, carry-alis, or

gray habits contrasted strongly %xtt the brigh othes of thesse, who,
though not themselves Quakers sny more, were the descendants of Quakers
and had come to this mesting as %ﬂ z family re-uniocn. A1l these people

&
ting wers held,
ch, Bloomfield

ve, They arrived

T Their plailn
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ware fed and housed by the Friends of Sparta during the five or six
days the meeting lasted. 3quire Hunit, who attended a Yearly Mecting
in 1890, spoke of the cordial treaiment he received snd the invifa-
tions he heard, 'Will thse come to dinner?', He accepted the invita
tion of David Harvey where he found, he said, *in his parlours about

twenty of the prominent farmers of ths county with their families',

Por a long time one of their ministers was Serena Minard,
wife of John Minard, & farmer and chair=maker of Yarmouths It is said
of her that whenever she passed, childrern and oldsr people turned to
gaze at her placid and lovely face. There were cthera, men and wosen
whose work was that of pcwneer fui 5 rather than that of ministers?

er
‘but they rose in turn in Yearly Veeting
an earnest and often prac 1ca1 way of £
and to God,

and s ? ke to their fellows in
their dutiss to their brothers

SRR ES b &

THE YARMOUTH PREPARATIVE MEETING
CF FETLNOR
“{spartays

Jane Zaviiz

Sparta‘'s third, and pnre
stands north of the village amor
in propretion and balancs,
spot beside the cematary un

%4
ok (0

-
st
G
E

o (7

BH €L b o

i gy Q@)
Wt

he Apay , & n Coun

for 1878shows on its pla% af Yarmouth Township si f the homes and
holdings which can : : g rahip record for
the monthly meeting Friends, 21l of
whom walksd or rode ser to mesiing.
Since the mon rative mestings,
w2 have %o us : s and cemsiary
headstones to 1déntify ty. Identifisa=
tion of early Yarmguth garliy g 1]

are not mark eﬁ the Nov 4 88
the meeting = and not dlﬁ iled
to transfer itneir menbe: id be
recorded as a member uni suben
and Sarah figisht appear 1. £t of
their twelve children! Soms Srde
ed B0 we searsh for oluey ar
sroradic and wiid hip
certificates for

of Horwich lonthiy Weet1“~ he indulgsd meetin
held 3rd no,,h th, 1912 Moeting. By 1833
Pelham Half~Yearliy M T at Felham and roouth.
This witnesses the ecting in Yarmouthe. By 1873
the Yearly bheeting sy i X s 11 ‘5?3§

when Horwich {Tino er i down, ths
name wae changed {r ntl e naw i
represented the shig : E meeting.
Today Lobo konthly ria),
Loto {(Coldstream) an of Lon=

done Over tha 150

.
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Since its beginning &5 an allowsé meeiting for worship in
1819, the meeting at Sparta has met continuously, Its h a

8
significant example of the development of Juakeri nericas
The long line of Quaker wistory is representsd by ﬁ; Samuel Haight
(Hoyt) family. He became & member of the first generation of Friends
on this continent, That family's wmoves from Connecticut, to New
York State, to Norwich, Ontaric, to Sparia, and Trom there some fapg-
ily members went west to Hansas and on, show the migration and transe
fer of Guakerism on its northern rouvte. Teday, in ons of fue mesting
house window panes, we can ses the diamond cul sigrature of a youngsr
'‘Samuel Haight' -= a symbel of this tie to hisiory.

The flamwe of 1ife in 3paris wmeeling never fiickered out,
but it burned lowest after 1910 when Henyy Schooley maintained the
meetings. In those years many 5 Friends were away: soms had gone
‘to Texas or the Canadian rs were too elderly to attend
regularly, some had marr jed out y and the deaths of a strong generas=
tion of earlier ¥Friends had also talen its toll., But soon new life
began to sprout. Several Friends returned to the area, the ns¥t gens=
eration showed renewed interest, and the meeting ravived., The son of
Henry Schooley came again, as he had in boyhoode Once he tsid how his
mother put on her bonnet and shawl tc 81t with her children beside her
ever =oqguietly at home so they weould learn to sit still for worshipe
Over the years other families were drawn back te the cgenter. It
matters that we keep our meetings on & resgular basis that life may

f111 the ves&el.

dh} did THIS meecting survive? HMany mectings 41d not. What
was the difference? 1 believe that £ factors coniributed
to this 'miracle', First, it seems that historigally there
was A solid setting up of thes mesii ve it support from the
net-worlk of Friends nearty apd fron Guaker community, both
physically and spiritually. The nmen ord shows that Jparta
was never a8 large meeting: the tota ve always been about
the same, Not all members wers active; gre resident: but
there was always a nucleus of support. thers was moers aciis
ity in the meeting, which may hive giv added atimulus to sur=
vive and revive. In the late 1880's the = Bupperted the St.
Thomas Mission Sceheol' , with a resultan® increase ] iembership for
the meeting. Tryphena . wWay revorted in the Young n Heview a
mission school attendance of 74%. In ihs winter of iterary
Scciety was formed for families of Varm g 8 1896 =
Young Friends Association cume inte éeing; ??ey mel every itwo wesks.
The first meeting was at Zdgar iaight's home and Anna Jane Cornell was

gecretary.

The registar ra¢
membership wher the sanme
family to ‘'retire’ in
First Day afbernoon in

until his death in 1949 irn h,s CEN

During the 1950%s an therse ek mes Tor
special discussion, 5tudv an ion which 16 the H
the meeting. F these gaths weye ad scigsl
times as well. Over the ds fellowship and sharing of vitals=
ity has always been a part et It is representative of
the sub~culture which grow i n the niddlew~west, and

which one stiil feels when

o
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v

Gver the generations new 1ife ca the meeting when
the young men hrouzht their br:we from other Quaker communities.
1h Haight! 3
e -~

In the earliest days Reuls R aamueii Ephraims

and James, aZT brought their =ch rm@athe Such

enrichment was easisr when the
marrying out Jusb before 1“&3

convinced Friend; also ¢z :
marrieds

vw

wywy

26
nrd, well ﬁé&uﬁb@m aﬁd a8
from New Yorlk when she

Gvey the years the
came intoc the meeiing b» bix
requested menmberships. Come
school at YWoolman Tnst R AL
collegese.
gsome made b
the 1ife of the mcwting gol
adult lives away, vut aiways fe t
Oille of Toronte, A Jane Corzaell at
Paul Zavitz at Baraesville Scheol.

s MO8<T iy
to return, were Dre. John
ecrge School, and more recently

S

fnother key factor ife of the meeting was the

presence of ministers as pa from the beginning. The
first of whowm, Sarah Wright family bought clergy reser=
ve land, when local Friends to some to Yarmouth from
Horwiche As soon sz i mesting applied for prepa=
rative meaeting status, i1l & recorded ministe
part of the resident gro the 1ol Wi

£ t

1

Cornell and Serena Mlﬁ&?; e sters

Edpar Haight, 3 ast gnised.
Practice has chanred ncw cord ¥. but
the wministry 1is encourage ese g ministers
came faithfully throagh i £ e laass
Wilson, John J. §01n641, ner -iligious
visits to Yzrmouth Trienis. Sparis
Friende in his id Phebs
Halght's, or ot daughter,
and youn inn

all in Tami
Hill came and st
pegentatives to
years, also gave
that all leader
gquietly carried
each person in

been it
community
suibart Lt :
beginning to the p?fsené
upkeep and respe
has boan Con»rfctcnf ¢
and groundcs, The e.mp

In my first
neither Sparta (180 7)
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folt led to acte Support ironm
be spoken. When Joshua Doan was
meeting grievede If Fric: B

[
a
%]

loss drew them together. Quiet , re

given by Friends in Sparta. The fel black rebel from
Dresden, Amos Perley, whe had ne su no one to claim his
body, was buried in the Sparits cene shua Doans

Life went on terests in other con=

cerns throughout the 3 ugation was resl from
the first school in t ends continuwed to sup=
port activities that ra uths Articles in the
Young Friends Revicw re resy ¥ inters 3
reform, work with the i: nd £ activity sg, along
with ideas on peaceg, and & the for acti d base
for ocur lives, ars & pro s of con ty in the
Quaker communiity. Ir I fo of Serens ard's
trip to London, Zngl or a confe ] [LR instsll=
ments, Summaries and whole sermons sewhere
show us the ideas and ooks & Larger
gatherings of Friends orted in
considerable detail.

Une Review art e deals of women The writer
was responding to an ar : ing ths
lack of women in the mi the
author had not conside then
proceeded to name prominen gh iie

history the rolie of womsn ee
evident, “hen I resd that agra
1799, decided shortly i and
meetings for business, cons
ing in each meeting, I lecis
meetings that grew out Alac! i satt
patierns and Pelham Hali-"sarly ips. ¢
equality may eimply spring frons ion i

or from Friends worship fog o nartit

men and wonmen's sides wos

preparative
setting up of
ship wiich
continuings
an interest

sone coucl

either bei

cant in your
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yet each is part of the wholeness of that p
bring the Xingdom of God more fully on eart

ind so the Craria
among the beech and maples
tinues with the cvcles of
structure could upLL up
the mostinghouse is tp en
of simplicity and practica
beauty and truth.

= x »
Footnotes to History
¥ on this sscay has ther musn that
Friends hav me in the twenty-f ince I same 1o
the meet;ng, right has shared

e (5

much with mes

one The writi
growth of wmy ih;nkzng,

good historian is sure

could validats. .t the
revelation, occurred. I
amateur hisztoriane

5"2"068" :

&

b 130
fte

Ui -

;s"nom

>

use of vomemgf % %' g?lgggéagg‘% e%%h%iﬁ%%Aigégll
the more., The Charies B seript als vily on Arthur
Dorland's work and Char values the took with Dr.
Dorland at the Univers stern Gnt ker records for
the Sparta meeting stud; : the oo ir the Quake
er collection, at the L.B. Univeraity of
Western Untaric's campus. rs in the safe
at our recorder's homee o pitality when 1
worked there, Vincent éu? f The Young
Friends Review, which gon he YeETS 1085=
1998 a storehouse of ! « T his ials for Slgin
County included: The lif? af Colon ot ibet Settliement
by Bdward Ermatinger; Elis H. Llevist, Isst & nmes, ths
County Atlas for 1873; the Journals by Sufide iner{Memoirs]},
John J. Cornell and Elias Hicks all refer to snds in Spartas
Then I went %o the cemetiery and read all the

. For many years 1 participated in the i
satthrough meetings for bu hat weare regulay eve
and pome that were the most imunortant darys in the live:

Recent: Ty on the poreh of the
meetinghouss during sprl“w o summer recpening, she
commented on how beautiiul it is a h it means to her., Friends
are not suppozed to have ‘'secred buildingst. we don't, for I know the
spirit ean fill any vessel, anywhere, = but it comes easier hore,
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COLDSTREAM
A Quaker Sesttlemsnut
by Elsie Cutliar

"It is not disclosed where Coldstream got the nsme, but at
one time it had been known as ' Cutlers?. Probably thiz was becauss
the first mwill was operated by Benjsmin Cutler, ané the first store
by Mre., Wood at Cutlers' coraar at the 9th Concession. But in thosze
early days the stream which flows through the village was a vital
part of its economy.

Coldstream iz located on the $th Concession of Lobe Town-
ship, Middlesex County between Coldstream side-road and Poplar Hill,
and is fifteen miles south-west of lLondone Untzrio and about forty
miles northewest of Yarmouth,

Few communities the size of Coldstream can,over the ysars,
claim so much industry., In its iime Coldstream has had two sawmills,
a flour mill, chopping mill, a furniture factory, a carding mwill, =&
tailor, a telephone syeterm and a telegraph service, two threshers, s
bee yard, & public library, a tile yard and a stere that supplied more
goods and services than any modern supermarket.

The first settlers is Lobo Township had to hew their homes
out of the forest as this district was extremely heavily wooded. Daniel
Zavitz, for example, who came to Lobo in 1843 purchased onshundred
acres of land at four dollars an scre on which not a3 itrse had besn cute
During the first year he managed to clear sseven asres, which he sowed
with wheat only to have nias promised srop caught by the late frest and
ruined. Undaunted however, he chopped his way inte the forsst adding
field by fiseld and the work of clearing and culbivation progresszeds
At the end of four years he wenit te New York State %o secure the hand
of a companion and helpmate izn ths person ef Susan Vail, who returned
with him to the home in the c¢lsaring that he had preparede

t

While the Middlesex a £ Lobo was settled by

the Scotch, this particularx B tly by United Empirs
Loyaliste and Quakerse © had £t r land in New York and Penne
sylvanis States following the American Hewdlutisn of 1778. They
crossed into Ontario and zetitled in Bertis Townshin and the Niagara arsa

of Welland county. Favourable reports must have rsachsd Bertie of the
area, as John Harris took up land in Coldstream in 183%, Benjamin Cut=
ler in 1837, John March in 1839 and Daniel Zavitz in 18343 and settled
there. Some of thie land had already been surveysd by Colonel Mahlion
Burwell and patents of land were cbiained as sarly as 1820, Witk the
exception 5% part of Let & and 9, conesss? nd Lot 7 in concession &,
the entire area was faksn up from th ¥ Eiijalh and Yan Court =
land Secord. The Secords were United valists. OSome of this land
had traded hands two or three SHim 5 not until 1838 that Van
Courtland <Sccerd sold fivshundred a n Marsh, John Harsh
sold fifty acres of this holding r=in=iaw Benjamin Cutler.
Benjamin Cutler acguired the +% s agross ths sids~road from
the Crown. In the weantime ot dings wers belngp ascld



to the labourers who wers coning in.

By 1849 on the banks of the strsam,which gives rise to ths
Sydenham river, the most compsct group of the i asasmbloed,

In those days the Indians liked fo sas flats along
the Sydenham river to renew ftheir supplies o L0 4 ash for bage
ket and handle makinge They ware recipients of much hospitslity among
the people of @oldsiream and many s cold and ztormy night they wers
housed in homes nearby. But a specisl favouriite was the Havsh home, as
there were twe fireplaces in the house end they could sleep on the floor
with feet stretehed toward the warmth. It was not an uncommon thing
for the family to rise in the meorniag and find several Tigures lying
prone across the dining room flcerg Jonhn Byeraft had a wvsry fine collec=
tion of Indian relics which he had collecied in the avea. Homt of thess
are now at the Centennial Museum of ithe London Publis Librarye

In 1837 Benjamin Cutler had built a saw mill on the Cutler
sideroad (now Coldstream road) st the Svdenham river, and &fber finishe
ing his mill he started & zrist mill. He reslizsed the nesd for a =ill

ri ]

e
ag it was & long Journey to ths grist mill in Kilworth through woods and
muddy trailesy and the settlers fregusnily had to carry the graim on
their backs to have the whest ground inte flour,

In the frontisr ssitle i Upper Canada logging bess,barn
raisings, weddings , funsrzls a , ¢ saiss were often vccasions fovr
hard drinking. As whiskey was o nkennes was part of these gathers
ings. Priends were amon: the fivsi to set thelyr faces against thie cus «
toms Wher Zenjamin Cut 't to his grist
mill, he told the psorple id % de A dgze
legation of gettlers cane 4 o if sagion
they threszicned not to oo i g

rot where they werees The
more usaful to the zomm
frame was raised in ree:

known, but a g mill

when he czme to Joldst 8 sawemill

on a share banim, 1t i=s ; the aill was

built first to supply Johne ems and later
I :

the cheopping mill was added.
downstream frem the Cutler
Mill lane, was through the

5 &

with sawdust until it we » by the

valry between the twe mi’ s a5 tha e
products of both mills as fasi a= ey could a
jamin Cutler had married John Harzsh's sisters

The Quakers served the growing oo
as welle They filled such necessary roles
at Coldatream, they taughi school, operated
and harness making shop, = blacksmith shop

jewellery shop.
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18
dacob Marsh John Mar ouisa
lived with Louisa's widow 5 kept ost
office on the north zession am side=
roade AfterL ouiza! was deg store to
the corner of Mill Lane < gion, n It would
appear the dwelling house was the 1 ¢ building

added later, probabliy =zboui 1

After moving %o the present lecaiion Louisa and Jacob led
very busy lives e he millsy and bHuilt a woolen mill.and was post=
master for the Dﬁﬁ* of : locatzd in the stnree 1t operatsd thers
until earliy in the 19“0 & when rural mail service began., The store
housed the community Libraru from 3887 to the mid 1950%s, when it was
moved to its preseni site in ithe communiiy halle The community's tele-
phone system operated out of the store starting in 1908, when Jacob
Marsh bough® an abandoned eight mile felegraph line betwszen Komoka and
Coldstream. This line was purchesed by 4lex G, MeKenzie of Bast Williams
in 1921. Among its many functions the Marah store also served as towne .
ship council chambers (on the zecond floor) from 1920 o 1925, whils
the Town Hall was being used as 1 continustion school for grades 9=12.
The store alsc housed the office of ths Lobo Huiual Fire Insurance lof=
pany, of which Jacob Marsh was iis long time segretary,

The store c¢loszd in 1955 when Jacob's son Ray died, but re=
-ppened again for a short while and wag ussd as & flea markets It is
now in a state of disrepair. 4 project is under way at the present
time to raise funds to buy ithe stere property, and to resitors it to ite
original conditions The Ontaris Heritage Foundation and Wintario are

5
expected %o finance the restoration.

avitz we read the fellowing

entry written on November 23, 1830¢ % Yhen T first came te Lobe in
1843, there was no Friends® Meeting and no meetinghouse of any kind,
except a achool house wsite & farm, near Cutler sidercad),
That was used by all th rished to hold mestings, Methodists and
Baptists held mestinge which I often atiendsds Sco ter I marrisd
we felt the need of mee ting ther Tor muigal wor ag thers wers
several families of T i We met alt our ¢ and alfter 1
short time o«f seiemx o 11ked oveyr the ne Ly we felt of
holding a meeting for voranip and were uniied in oo uing holdin

the meetings on eacn ¢ ' et at Benjanin lsr's houss
which we did for zcae time Then concluded to build meetinglouss "
A small frame weet* ghouS” was burlt oon 2 nalf scre land donabed

by John Marsh irn 1050, B fer a1 denated acre of land

for the meetiinghouse anc the bury

Friends ware granted an nd from the
minutes taken from Norw' ch Manthiy M Pine Stra
11th of 3rd Month 1857, lLabo iuﬁﬂiﬁﬁ* ative
meeting.

The frame meetis tye
families were large, and many new families moved inits ths arss. Consie

deration had {o be given
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Cu the 5th of 10th ¥ ve meeting of
Friends received a communicatio geting hsld
1bth of Sth Montn 1859 and readi ‘re;& arative
meetings are dirscted to ralise ¥ twohundred dollars
by the first of first month next and uriher s f fourhundred dollars
by first of firsi month 10 and %9 1 it to the Monthly Mestin
treasurer for the purpsse of building u mesiinghouse in Lobes The
meetings share for the first installment %40 and the second §30 .f
Norwich Monthly Meetinw at that tims comprised of five preparative
neetings, namely: Nopwi b, Pipne Strest. Yarpouth, ¥alahide and Lobo. .
From Norwich Woanthly He es held at Lobo 12%th of
12 Month 1860: " The building comm bo msetinghouse report
they have finished the bWuilidingz have sxceeded the funds
placed at their disvosal by 87 rich report thes meeting is
fully satisfied and direct the 3 cparatlva meefings to rgise H104.00
and pay to cur treasurer within onz year from dafe to cover balance

and other contingencics.”

This made the Zotal cost of thes »
but a2 great deal of voluntary Zabo 4

Tt was the usuzal of brick
without ornamentation or ar ind, There
were two doors at the entra men, siadce
the men and wemen at this % mestinghouse
and held their businese mes 8 pars=
tition which slid up durin in
wooden benches provided se T the

room were similar benches

‘and elders sate. The practice
parately was discontinued
Yearly Meeting of women ¥ri

e e ® G

business hereafter in 10,hi 5
Friends mnd under a fesling o
expressed, we adjourn tec mesei in
next',

An interast*“ﬁ
rary and debating soci:
and was called thr "Ol“ﬂ

tellectual society for 1’ s 1 a 2
opportunity for soeial & coent amusen was aliso
responsible for the estmﬁ, v1ic library sctuze
club in 1882, which brought many eninent men fo ths ¢ ¥ as leg -
turers, It also organized cne &6Ff the first Yermers® Inat gz in On=
tario. Out of this zroup came Charies A, 4avitz, Profess f Fiela
Husbandry in the agriculitursl college at Guelsh, Ontario, who by his
scientific attainments and skill in the fisld of sgriculture has conew
tributed materially to the food oroduction »f Canads.



Lobo Preparative Meeting was convarnsd by the need of & First
Day school. & First Day school was founded in 1880 and was helid in the
meetinghouse seven months of the vear beginning the first of April, with
Samuel P. Zavitsz as supsrintendsnt. There were eighty-ssven shildren oun
the roll at that time w.ih an average attendance of foriyessven. By 13883
there were onehundrza-ané-ive on the roll th ar average of Bigty=two.
This was one of the first day schools in the areas In 1R66 an apprecis =
tion was expressed: " The unceriainty which may have axisted in some
minds among us as o the propriesty of th 5t Day school when it was
first established, hsoa we believe alnmost sut exception been dig-
pelled, and we feel that God has bls & fforts end is giving the
increase, An eh iz mani % self by a despsr interest
shown by a&ll in Heligious matters, an in ¢ interest in our sosisiy
and a great advancs in spiritusl growil £ our young people's

Az Friends had not had any music in thelir services, it was de-
cided in 1923 to purchass an organ arnd hymn books to add music 3o the
First Day mschoole Firgt Day schoel is stil} hsld =t the meetinghouse
ninety~six years after its beginning, alithough the numbers are gonsgiderabe

ly smaller.

Friends had settlied north
townships and Norwich Monthly HMeeti
in 1882 called Arkena Preparative

superintendsnt of Lobo First
organize a “irst Day schocl. Alb
This school was active until firke

in 1908,
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o
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In 1885 5 most
prublication of a monthiy
This modest paper wuzs m
on many different quest:
current affairs in relis
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from 1886 « 1898, 1+ wa: York
and after & ; ig =
delphias 1883
and of Fi wers
by far the Horwleh
Monthly bae

came Lobo

centinuation
to get thsir
in 1925 and

The wome
organizged in Horth
and had for 1ts n
chesen president,
Zavits secretarye
Myrs. Edgny Zavits
of the Joecie of
has been t Juse
articles concerni
Lweedsmuir boow t
"ihe Coldatrsam 3



The Society of ial test of
World ¥ar I. Friends naver t war is a
denial of Christ's way of 4 the Capadisn
or Eritish army, *hreﬁ or . and one entared
the air services, Howev stratsd the possis
bility of performing sit ith the Quaksyr
peace testimony; @hk C S dlan Frieadss
George Byecrafi ard 1z entered ths Re=
construction Ugit in Fra ‘riends Ssrvice
Committee. Some -oung ia; ary sereics, were in
many cases gixp hooause they had ts
carry on the basi ng Friend, Gsorge
Kabley, was grante: by the Tribunals,
but not from aoneco iz refusal to engage
in any form of non- combx ary, he wag sentenced

to a term of hard Zabour

During Werl War I7 there wers few young nen of military ags in
the meetings, Earl Muma, a farmer, was callaed up and refused io serve. Be
was allowed to stay on *the farm, vrovided he paid the gave_hmeﬁ% a spe
cific ameount each ﬂantfg gther Frisnd

the

serve when cajiled upe.
Department of Forestry,

In 1931 Zhe Jasnadian

unify and expand the ¢oncerns Frie
peace education, iantern cu;unai servic

Friends actively supported i
wvar and the years following i%.

o]

At the present rviendes who attend Colde
gstream meeting are @ma* v settled in othey aveas,

to which their occupati

Coldetrean Py me of Lobe Monthly
Heeting together with Iw rative Mastings. They
alternate their monthly Yee sTRSS,

Meetin_ for
11415 aem. and is preceded
and a discuassion grou

( Material {or cibtained m “fecords of th
Lobo Yreparative Mee : wich Montrnly Msetiag; Coldsireanm
Stery by Max ﬂcﬁean, hur land's History of the Socisty of
Friends in 3;3&&@ and verbal reveris of some ¢f the members

concerned.
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SPARTA/COLDSTREAI ARIA BUS July 26, 1976
This tour will sbprt from abﬂ and at Alm i
the weak of Canadien Y@&“LJ Meating., You will be rscsiving a fiyer
with full ﬁatails. Tost $3.00. Box lunch supnar free i 3
regldence, 2,75 for non-reslic

NEWS FROM THE 1WEST
Margaret McGruther of Cals
meeting, brouzht news of the
of the Unlversity of Calgar:
completed an inventory of th
of files of correspegndence a

L on Yictoria Day at Sorrsnto,
o draw up an agreement with the bﬁiversity

5

of Calgary for the custedy and microfilming of western Friends meetings.

Western Half-Yearir Meeting at its mesting
B.C. appointed a committes %

The records of Western HaliuYeariy Hae
be collectaed and denosited 2t tha Unive

ft““’”

ing and its predecessors will
:raity of Galgary.

FAMILIES (magazine)
The Spring 1975 issue of ihis
intereat, First "lrregular s
by Williem Britnell. Some of tn;
reinstatsd. Accsmnznying :oﬁes,
ineludes additional i
partners to the marris

Adag:’i B ant 34 3% 35 (-}'f‘ Qu&kar
E - 2061 878 "
arnd sama
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dJoyce M, Scott, entitled H <
Hogers lived at Danby fsr EEEE grante from
Danby is inoludsd, 7 & troduction
and notes: "Phuosbe mont o Upper
Canada in 1804". othy Hogers

when the ilatter was

the new sefitimmens,
The diary, now in th> Qua

A
«d

Ontario was swsnt in by Mrs HEamiliss®
mapazine iz edited Ly Geor by the

Ontarie Genszalogical Assoc

INVITATIONAL
Barbars
Havaerford
to hearing t

RESTORATION OF THE o
O0live Mapowan of
about thair re%wn*

se¢ our Nswuleifter

wﬂq %Towﬂ dewn by the

gics
! plagqus
has beern o rranged
for, and efal
for what or this
Guaker St

Goorge,
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PRESIDENT HOOVER'S ANCESTORS

Patricia Starr has sent us the following item of
to the write-up of our Norwich Historical
in our Newsletter ne. 14, December 1975. 5he
¥pionaer Cemetery" on Quaker Strest,

interest pertinent
r, which appeared

In the first cemetery we visited, where the earliest meeting-
house stood, about a quarter ¢f a mile from the “0ld Brick®
¥

MeetingmHouaa, are buried the plonsers. Among tﬁem are the
stones st the hesd of the graves of Herbart Hoover's great-

.
grandfather and areat-grandmother, Henry and Anne Toocle Wazley,
inscribed 'Henry Wasley, Died Jlst Sept. 136&, Lged T6 Yrs,

5 Mo.! and ‘Anne, Wife of Henry Wasley, Died Sept. 11, 18?2~?
The name of Wasley ie listed in the distinctive plague %
entrance to the cemetery.

&
i
haa

The Wasleys had come to Canada from Bucks County, Pennsylvania,
in 1806, and had first settled in Uxbridgs Township and later
in Whitchurch Township. They were members of the Yonge Strest

Meating, where Henry Wasley and inne Toocle were married, Among
the first of the Wasleys to coms to Norwich was Iydis Wasley Cohoe,
about 1823, Another sister of Henrv's, Elizabeth, and her husand

John Gillam, came from rnear Newmarket st about the same time,

In 1841, Henry's daughter,Mary with her husband, Theodore Minthorn,
with their two sldest children, moved from nsar Uxbrides to ssttle
on the first concession of North Norwich, to bs near her mother

and father, who had already bsen thers soms years, and her

brothers Henry and Abner, Theilr daughter Huldah Randall Minthorn,
the mother of Herberti Heover, was born at Norwich and was received
into membership at the "Old Brick? Mesting-House the 12th of lat Mo,,

1859.

In June of 185%, the Minthorns removed to Iowa. Their Certificate
of Removal wat addressed te "Hed Cedar Honthly Meeting of Frisnds®
and was dated 17th of 7th Mo., 18592,

WE UNDERSTAND

Membership is s%ill at the sawe low priesi

{ Porsonal, Families,

{ Libraries, Archives c...c:vocraccvsnas $ 5.00
Students and Senior Citisens ..csssces $ 2.0
Life € 2B S 6 B EsH LI Es b0 a0 RR2AE0 0N BEDE & §0uP3

While you are st it a tax deductible
donation would be a nire idea,

Send to the Treasursr,

Canadian Friends Historical Associastion
60 Lowther Ave.,

Toronts, Ont. M5R 10



